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Passages Used by Thomas Helwys for Religious Freedom

Luke 9:51-56
Punishment for Unbelief?

Mark 5:1-10
I’m your God or else?

Mark 6:6b-13
More than a warning?

Dramatic Dlstinctives
Lesson from Our Baptist Herltage

Thomas Hetwgs: Prisoner No Move!

Rellglous Freedom



Thomas Hewlys
(b. 1574, d. 1616)

Early Life

Broxtowe Hall,
Nottingham County

Student at Gray’s Inn
Love and Marriage
Religious Inquiry

Move toward Separatism
Gainsborough Church
Persecution and Exile

The First Baptist Church,
Amsterdam

Break with John Smyth
Return to England

The Mistery of Iniquity
King James

Newgate Prison

Thedifcoue

proficable fot all Readers to take hecd

ofaLLondon Monfter

1 'mcd‘n Lond
myn.“ sobe foldat his fhop
of Grayes Innc. 1613,

for Rebers wilfomapd

wWe bow ourselves to the earth before our Lord the
King tn greatest humbleness beseeching the
King to judge righteous judgment herein;
whether there be so unjust a thing and of so great
cruel tyranny undler the sun to force men’s con-
sclences n thetr veligion to God, seetng that if
they err they must pay the price of thelr trans-
gression with the loss of thelr souls? Oh, Let the
King judge, Ls it not most equal that men should
choose thelr religion themselves, seetng the they
only must stanol themeselves before the judg-
wment seat of Gool to answer for themselves, when
it shall be no excuse for them to say we were com-
manded or compelled to be of this religion by the
King, or b5 themt that had authoritgj from him?
Awndl Let our Lovd the King, that is a man of
knowledge, yet further constder that if the King
should by his power bring his people to the truth
and they walk in the truth and die in the profes-
ston of t, in obedience to the King's power, either
for fear or love, shall they be saved? The King
kinows they shall not. But they that obey the
tricth tn Love, whowm the love of Gool constraineth,
thelr obedience only shall be acceptable to God.

Thomas Helwys, The Mistery of inlquity, 1612



